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Executive Summary 
 

Action for Ability, Development and Inclusion (AADI) collaborated with HCL 

foundation to initiate and implement an inclusive project “Building Inclusive 

Anganwadis”  

About the Project: Building Inclusive Anganwadis  

 The project “Building Inclusive Anganwadis” aims to ensure access and equal 

opportunity to quality, inclusive ECCE services to all children including children with 

disabilities.  

One of the components of the project was to assess the physical accessibility and 

provide recommendations to make Anganwadi Centres accessible and inclusive for 

all children including children with disabilities. This report in particular focuses on 11 

AWCs of Bisrakh Block of GautumBudh Nagar, Uttar Pradesh ofthe ECCE partner 

organisation -Save the Children. The AWCs were selected by HCLF and the patner 

agency Save The Children.  

A checklist titled ‘Physical Accessibility Assessment Checklist for Anganwadi 

centres’ in Hindi was developed by AADI for data collection and analysis. 

 The checklist covered different aspects of physical accessibility starting from the 

entrance, material, infrastructure and safety. The analysis of data was done in 8 

categories which covered  

 Profile of AWCs 
 Entrances 
 Physical Infrastructure 
 Illumination and Ventilation 
 Play & Learning Material and Furniture 
 WASH 
 Storage 
 Safety and Hazards 

 
Photographs were taken on site to complement the observations and information 

collected through the visits to the sites.  

The data collected was analysed against statutory guidelines for accessible 

infrastructure.‘Harmonized Guidelines and Space Standards for the Barrier-Free 

Built Environment for Persons with Disability and Elderly Persons’ published by 



Ministry of Urban Development, Government of India, was the standard reference for 

the accessibility checklist. 

Recommendations were given for each section to increase safety, accessibility and 

inclusion of children with disabilities in the 11AWCs. 

Key observations include  

 The existing infrastructure of AWCs does not follow the guidelines provided by 

Ministry of women and Child for AWCs. A urgent intervention is required as 

there is a compromise in terms of adequate space for children to move, play 

and be together;for storage; for puroposes of cooking/keep cooked food in a 

safe and hygienic space; outdoor play , safety etc.  

 The physical infrastructure also needs improvement in terms of its approach 

to multi purpose room, where the space was found to be  uneven and unsafe 

for children; ramps where available were not  according to standards laid 

down by Guidelines issued by Ministry of Urban Development  

 Other areas of infrastructure were also inadequate in terms of safe and 

healthy spaces:  – e.g. poor ventilation, damp walls, rough and sharp edges; 

rusty handles in some of eh AWCs. 

 Safe and accessible toilets would need to be made available for both children 

and Anganwadi workers.  

 Storage space and facilities were compromised in most AWCs. 

 Some furniture was seen to be colourful and child friendly. This is not evenly 

maintained for all AWCs. 

Some of the gaps observed could be because the AWCs were closed due to 

pandemic and were not in use. Many of the concerns raised are with a view to 

understand the existing space/facilities andsuggest recomendatins to develop AWCs 

into safe, accessible and learning spaces for all children including children with 

disabilities.  

A combined discussion on the various issued raised between HCLF SPOCS, partner 

agency representatives and AADI team would help in analysing the concerns and 

plan for next steps before children start attending.  



I. Background          
 

According to the census 2011, there 

are 158 million children in the age 

group 0-6 years in India, and the ICDS 

scheme is catering to this group 

through Anganwadi centers located in 

different parts of the country.  

Child development begins from the 

early childhood years when most of 

the physical, sensorimotor, social, 

emotional, language, and cognitive 

development happens. This is the 

stage when children are highly 

influenced by the environment and the 

people around them. 

Early childhood care and education 

(ECCE) has the potential to promote 

growth of all children including children 

with disabilities into valuable human 

resources beyond their gender, caste, 

religion and abilities. It plays a vital 

role in combating inequalities and 

promoting diversity and inclusion.  

The Integrated Child Development 

Services (ICDS) Scheme, of the 

Government of India launched on 2nd 

October 1975 promotes ECCE as a 

crucial component in addition to its 

other services. 

 

 

As per Census 2011, in the age group 0-6 years, there are 2.042 million children with 

disabilities that imply 1.24 % of the total children (0-6 years) have disability. The data 

alfso states that in the age group 0-6 years, 23% of the children with disabilities have 

hearing impairment, 30 % have visual impairment, 10% have difficulty in movement 

and 7% have multiple disabilities. 

The target 4.2 of the Sustainable Development Goal – 4, that aims “ to ensure that 

all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood development, care and pre-

ICDS



primary education so that they are ready for primary education”, cannot be achieved 

without including children with disabilities.  

Inclusion in Anganwadi centers 
 

Anganwadi centers are instrumental in the delivery of the Early Childhood Children 

Education (ECCE) programme country-wide, which is the world’s largest 

programme. 

 

 

 

The Vision of ECCE Policy  

 

 

 

 

The beneficiaries under the Integrated Child Development Scheme are children in 

the age group of 0-6 years, pregnant women, and lactating mother.

One of the key elements of an Inclusive Angawadi is the space in which the services 

ae housed.  It is important that the built–up environment of AWCs be barrier-free and 

adapted to fulfil the needs of all children, including those of children with disabilities. 

A barrier free and accessible physical and learning environment will benefit all 

children regardless of age, gender, abilities and backgrounds. This is known as 

inclusive design or Universal Design, which benefits a wide crossection of people 

with diverse needs. 

A universal design will specifically benefit children across disabilities mainly: 

1. Mobility aid users 

2. Children and People with visual impairment 

3. Children and People with hearing impairment 

4. People with difficulties in learning 

‘to achieve holistic development and 
active learning capacity of all children 

below 6 years of age by promoting free, 
universal, inclusive, equitable, joyful, 
and contextualised opportunities for 
laying foundation and attaining full 

potential’ 
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5. Children and individualswith temporary assistive aids due to accidents or 

illness. 

II. About the Project: Building Inclusive Anganwadis  

The project “Building Inclusive Anganwadis’ was a year-long project initiated in 

January 2020 by AADI, in collaboration with HCL Foundation’s Uday program.  

The overall emphasis of the project was to acknowledge diversity and promote 

inclusion through involving the stakeholders and service providers.  

Objectives of the project: 

Steps involved in developing evidence-based quality inclusive ECCE services: 

a)  To increase physical access 

b)  To enrollchildren with disabilities 

c)  To provide an environment of learning and development for all children and 

specifically children with disabilities 

d)  To develop support mechanisms for sustaining the project. 
 

HCL Foundation’s two partner organisation - Save the Children and Cohesion 

Foundation Trust focused on the ECCE vertical of the HCL Uday project. These two 

organisations were working with the Anganwadi centres (AWCs) in Bisrakh, NOIDA, 

Uttar Pradesh. AADI worked with these two ECCE partner organisatonsto build their 

capacities for inclusion in their ongoing work through various ways. 

One of the components was to conduct an accessibility audit of the AWCs and 

suggest recommendations for a barrier free environment. 

This report in particular focuses on 11 AWCs ofthe ECCE partner organisation -Save 

the Children. 
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III. Objectives of Physical Accessibility Assessment 
Checklist of AWCs 

 

A significant step towards improving accessibility for persons with disabilities was the 

development of physical accessibility checklist to assess the access to existing 

infrastructure and services and generate corresponding recommendations 

The objectives are:  

 Assess the availability and adequacy of infrastructures and facilities at AWCs. 

 Analyse infrastructure and facilities of AWCs concerning barrier-free access 

for children and people with disabilities. 

 Identify the gaps in infrastructure and facilities concerning barrier-free 

environments. 

 Give suggestions/ recommendations to make AWCs barrier-free for persons 

with disabilities.  

IV. Methodology 
 

Coverage 
 

In this report, 11 AWCs of Bisrakh Block of GautumBudh Nagar, Uttar Pradesh are 

included. These AWCs were selected by HCL Foundation for inclusion in the study. 

The names of these Anganwadi Centers are given below:  

 

1. Chejjarsi AWC No 1 

2. KulesraiAWCNo. 2 

3. Mangroli AWC No. 4 

4. Sadarpur AWC No.  4 

5. Nayabans AWC No- 5 

6. Surajpur AWC. No.-7 

7. ChauraSahadatpur, AWC No- 6 

8. Lakhnawali AWC No-3 

9. Chalera AWC No.7 
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10. Chaura Raghunathpuram AWC No.3 

11. Rozayakubpur AWC 1 

Tools for Data Collection 
 

For assessment of Anganwadi Centers, AADI developed a ‘Physical Accessibility 

Assessment Checklist for AWCs’ after thorough literature review, team 

discussions, and inputs from subject experts. ‘Harmonized guidelines and space 

standards for the barrier-free built environment for Persons with Disability and elderly 

persons’ publication of Ministry of Urban Development, Government of India has set 

the basic guidelines for accessibility checklists. 

The checklist is in Hindi for the convenience of field investigators.A copy of the 

checklist is enclosed as Annexure I.  

 

The checklist comprises 12 sections as mentioned below:  

Section A: Generalobservationsoftheinvestigator 
Section B: ApproachtoAnganwadiCentre 
Section C: Name board & Detailsregardingentrancegates  
Section D: MultipurposeRoom 
Section E: Drinkingwaterunit  
Section F: Toilets  
Section G: Playarea 
Section H: Corridors/passages/connectingspaces 
Section I: Kitchenandmealarea 
Section J: Storagearea  
Section K: Medical Room/ Dispensary/ Emergency room in thepremises 
Section L: Otherrooms  

 

Process for Data Collection 
 

For collecting the data, the staff of Save the Children was equipped with the physical 

accessibility assessment checklist. This was done through 4 days of training which 

included 2 days online and 2 days of field training. Each section of the checklist and 

its questions were explained to the staff so that staff understands the utilization of 

the checklist and its importance and hence data is collected consistently during visits 

to the AWCs.  After training, staff of AADI and Save the Children together collected 

data based on the checklist from AWCs. The safety protocols of COIVD 19 were 
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followed during data collection. Photographs were also taken to support the data 

being collected. The data was collected in Oct 2020. Due to Covid 19 pandemic, 

AWCs were not functional and children were not available. 

V. Data Interpretation and Analysis 
 

The checklist covers different aspects througha wide range of questions.The data 

collected through the questionnaire is categorised into 8 categories mentioned 

below. 

 

Profile of AWCs

The entrances

Physical 
Infrastructure

Illumination and 
Ventilation

Play & Learning 
Material, and 

Furniture

WASH

Storage

Safety and Hazards
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campuses of nearby primary schools located in the habitation of AWC’s 

catchment to facilitate the transition of the children to the primary stage and to 

ensure universal enrolment.  

 

This step was taken considering that the location of the AWCs within the 

premises of schools would facilitate child preparedness for going to school 

and help in increasing the efficacy of both the schemes.  
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are prominent places in the area; these themselves act as landmarks for AWCs. So, 

a person who knows the area can easily direct people towards AWCs, provided 

people know that AWCs are located within the premises of these institutions.  

Other than this, AWCs do not have name boards even at the main gate of the 

premises within which they are located.  

 

The visibility of anganwadi centres is not obvious and people have to rely on the 

local residents to reach the anganwadis. 

 

The anganwadi centres- Lakhnawali, Nayabans, Sadarpur, and Chaura 

Raghunathpuram do not have any specified name boardsor name written for the 

anganwadisanywhere in the premises or the building. The remaining Anganwadi 

centers also do not have name boards but the anganwadinames and numbers are 

either painted or hand written on a paper outside the multi-purpose room as shown 

in the photographs below. 

 

 

 

Chejjarsi AWC No 1-Name written above the door of multipurpose room 
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Mangroli AWC No. 4- Name written on the door of multi-purpose room 

 

 

 
 

Chalera AWC No.7- hand written name on a paper and pasted on the door of 

multi-purpose room 
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Rozayakubpur AWC 1-Only Anganwadi written above the door of Multi-purpose room 

 

 

 

Surajpur AWC. No.-7- Only Anganwadi has written on the right side wall adjacent to the 

door of Multi-purpose room 
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The profile section also covers the enrolment of children for each AWC. The data in 

Table 2 shows that the total enrolment of children varies from 39 (Magroli AWC 

No.4) to 136 (ChauraRaghunathpuram AWC No. 3). The total number of enrolled 

children within the age group of 0-6 years for 11 AWCs is 801, out of which 534 

belong to the age range 0-3 years and 267 belong to the age range of 3-6 years. 

This shows that the number of children enrolled under the age range of 0-3 years is 

more than children in the age range of 3-6 years for 10 AWCs.  Sadarpur AWC No.4 

is an exception as there is no enrolment in the 0-3 year’s age range. The above 

findings are also expressed in figure 3.  

 

Further, the data also indicates that there are no children with disabilities enrolled in 

any of the AWCs.   
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Main findings from AWC Profile section: 

1. Eight out of 11 AWCs are located within the premises of Government 

schools as per the directives of MWCD and MHRD, GoI.  

2. AWCs are presently using the already existing available infrastructure as 

made available to them within the organisations/institutions where these 

are located.  

3. AWCs do not have any name boards in the geographical area or even at 

the main entrance of the premises where these are located that can guide 

people towards the center. Names of a few AWCs are written just outside 

the Multi-purpose room for identification of AWC.  

4. There are a total of 801 children enrolled in 11 AWCs. The enrolment in 3-

6 years is more than 0-6 years. 

5. Out of 11 AWCs, in 6 centres two or more anganwadis are running parallel 

in the same physical space. 

6. No children with disabilities are enrolled in any of the AWCs. 
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B. The Entrances 
 

The entry doors are the first point of 

accessibility for getting inside premises 

and then to the building. The door’s 

accessibility is not limited only to its 

being accessible for itspathway, door 

width, threshholds,surface and reach 

to door handles, it also includes the 

ease with which one can open the 

door. So, the door opening mechanism 

is also equally important.  

 

Harmonised Guidelines and Space 

Standards for Barrier-Free 

Environment for Persons with 

Disabilities’ have given a detailed 

specification for making the 

gates/doors barrier-free. 

 

 

GENERAL 
 

 Doorways should be levelled. 
 Door  should  not  be  too  heavy  to  operate  and  should  not  require  a  force  of more than 20 N to 

operate.  
 Automatic doors should have a push button system to open them.  
 All external doors should have warning blocks installed 300mm before entrances. 

 
CLEAR WIDTH 

 
 The minimum clear opening of doorways should 

be 900mm, measured between the face of the 
door and the face of the door stop with the door 
open at 900 

THRESHOLDS 
 

 There should be no thresholds.  
 If thresholds  are  unavoidable,  they  should  

not  exceed  12  mm  and  those exceeding 5 
mm should be be levelled. 

DOOR HARDWARE 
 

Operable  devices  such  as  handles,  pulls, latches 
and locks should:- 

 Be operable by one hand; 
 Not  require  fine  finger  control,  tight 

grasping,  pinching  or  twisting  to operate; 
and  

 Be mounted at a height of 850 mm to 
1100mm from the floor. 

 For easy identification by persons with visual 
impairment all door furniture should contrast 
visually with the surface of the door. 

 

DOOR HANDLES 
 

The following characteristics are recommended: 
 
 Push –pull mechanisms that require no grasping; 
  Lever handles to be preferred on latched doors; 
 It  is  safer  to  use  D  shaped  handles  as  they  

reduce  the  risk  of  catching  on clothing, or 
injuring from the exposed lever end. 

 Doorknob  is  not  recommended,  as  it  does  not  
provide  adequate  grip  for persons with impaired 
hand functions 
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Through the physical accessibility assessment checklist the very first aspect that has 

been covered is to assess the accessibility of the entry gate and the pathway 

towards the facility.  

  

As all AWCs are located in the premises of some other institution/organisation, 

therefore the entry gate to the premises of those institutions/ organisations is 

considered as the entry gate for AWCs too. Out of 11 AWCs, 7 AWCs have only one 

gate (used for both entry and exit) of the premises in which these AWCs are located. 

In 3 AWCs two gates are available in the premises and the remaining 1 AWC has 3 

gates (refer to Table 3).  

 

It was found that the width of the entry gates is large enough at all the AWCs. All the 

gates are swirl gates and open at 90 degrees as shown in the photographs. All the 

doors swing and open. Hence, these are suitable for wheelchair users also as far as 

width and opening space are taken into account. 

 

However, the surface below the gates is uneven, stony, or muddy at different AWCs. 

Such surfaces are not suitable for mobility aid users. There are also no guiding or 

tactile strips for children and persons with disabilities.  

 

The material/ hardware of the gates and their weight is a challenge in all AWCs. The 

gates are made up of iron and are very heavy which can not be easily operated by 

children (3- 6 years) including children with disabilities.  
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Main gate of Chejjarsi AWC No 1            Gate opening towards community 
 
At Chejjarsi AWC No 1, there are 3 gates as depicted in the photographs above. The 

main gate is shown in the left side photograph and the right side photograph shows 

two gates that open towards the community. The larger gate remains closed and the 

smaller one is open for use. Most of the children use this gate to enter the premises 

as it connects to the community.  
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Figure 4: Accessibility at the main entrance 

Yes

No 
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Main gate of Kulesra AWC No. 2            Gate opening towards community  

 

At Kulesra AWC No. 2 also, there are two gates as depicted in photographs above, 

one main gate and the other one is backside gate opening towards the community. 

The main gate also consists of a small gate on the right side.  

 

  
Main gate Chalera AWC No.7                  Gate of ChauraRaghunathpuram AWCNo.3 

 

At Chalera AWC No.7 also, there are two gates, one large gate and a small gate 

adjacent to that as shown in the photograph above. Similarly, at 

ChauraRaghunathpuram AWC No.3, there are two gates adjacent to each other as 

shown in the photograph above. 

 

At Surajpur AWC. No.-7, there is a primary school on the premises of Shaheed  

Bhagat Singh Inter collage, and AWC is located inside the school. There are two 

gates, one gate to enter the premise of Shaheed Bhagat Singh Inter college and 

another gate to enter the premise of the primary school section. 
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At the entry gate, only two AWCs have a ramp (Chejjarsi AWC No 1 &Kulesra AWC 

No. 2). The details of the ramp are given in Table below and photographs are also 

shown below. The ramp at Chejjarsi AWC No. 1 has an uneven surface and 

wheelchair user can not get into it with ease. At Kulesra AWC No. 2, the ramp is 

made on both sides of the entry door but it is steep for children and any mobility aid 

users / wheelchair users. Handrails are also available at Kulesra AWC No.2 on the 

inside of the entry gate, but donot serve the purpose as they are not continuous and 

are broken.  

 

Questions Chejjarsi KulesraAWC No. 2 
Is there any clearly identifiable, 
functional ramp available? 

Yes Yes 

If yes, specify the following: Number 
of Ramps  

1 2 (up and down at 
the entrance) 

Is the ramp: Temporary / Permanent Permanent Permanent 
Type of ramps (surface) wood/ 
cemented/ iron/ bricks/ tiled/ Mud 

Cemented Cemented 

Measure: Height, width, length and 
gradient of the ramp (in mm) 
 

Entrance ramp  
Height: 165.1 mm,  

Width : 4241.8 mm & Length : 
1117.6 mm 

Entrance ramp  
Height: 177.8 mm,  
Width : 4927.6 mm 
& Length : 1066.8 
mm 
 

Is there any clear space for Landing 
of ramps at both ends? 
 

The landing space at entrance is 
good but when it connects to 
outside road , there is lot of uneven 
surface. 

The landing space 
is alright but ramp 
is steep for 
wheelchair users 

 
 

 

As per the Harmonised guidelines book, ramps shall be provided where the vertical 

rise is less than 150 mm and it should have slip-resistant surface. The ramp should 

not be steeper than 1:12; the flared sides should not be more than 1:10. The width 

should not be less than 900mm min. Though the width of the ramps is found to be 

above 900mm, the space of landing is not proper.  
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Ramp at Chejjarsi AWC No 1 

 

 

 

Ramp at the entrance of Kulesrai AWC No. 2 
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Hand rail at Kulesra AWC No. 2 

 

Out of the two anganwadis where there is a ramp, Kulesra has handrails after 

entering the gate of the premise of the anganwadicentre.Thereare hand rails on both 

the sides but are broken, not continuous and ends abruptly. 

Handrail 
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Another important aspect while identifying the suitability of gates for persons with 

disabilities is the threshold below the gate. The findings from 11 AWCs show that the 

ground below the gates is either uneven, made of concrete or has a threshold. So, to 

create a barrier-free environment, these will have to be leveled as per the guidelines.  

 
 

Threshold at Chejjarsi AWC No 1  

Threshold at Kulesrai AWC No. 2 

 

 

 

 

Threshold
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As observed from Table 4 above, the main gate of all AWCs has a latch; however, 

handle and lock & key is available only at a few AWCs.  The table also shows that 

the latch is present in the middle of the gate. The latches and handles are made up 

of iron, which requires strength and strong grip control to operate the gate. Children 

including children with disabilities in the age group 3-6 years will find it difficult to 

operate the latches and handles. They will need assistance to open the gates for 

them. 

 

 

 

   

Latches/Handles/ lock at Chejjarsi AWC No 1 
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Latches/Handles at Kulesrai AWC No. 2 

 

 

Latches/Handles at Mangroli AWC No. 4 

Handle 

Latch 
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Latches/Locks -Sadarpur AWC No.  4                   Latches/Handles-Lakhnawali AWC No-3 

 

 

 

   

Latches/Locks at Nayabans AWC No- 5 Latches/Locks at Rozayakubpur AWC 1 
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Doors of Multi-purpose room 

Other than the entry gate for the premises, the rooms of Anganwadi also need to be 

accessible. As all the activities for AWCs are taking place in the multi-purpose room, 

the door of it should be barrier free.  

As indicated in Table 5 below, out of 11 AWCs, 7 AWCs have only one door, 

remaining 4 have two doors. The door measurement has been taken from all AWCs 

and it is found that the width of doors of 4 AWCs is less than 900 mm which is 

required for a barrier-free entry for wheelchair users. As these are the main gates of 

the Multi-purpose room, they are opening either in the corridor, open area, or 

towards the ground.  Except for KulesraAWC No. 2, all AWC doors are single panel. 

The doors of all AWCs open towards inside.  

 

There is free space available behind the doors that allow the doors to open properly. 

Out of 11, 9 AWCs doors can open at 90 degrees (as per Harmonised guidelines), 

remaining 2 can open at 80 degrees.  

None of the AWCs have a door closer or door stoppers at the gate. Door closer and 

stoppers help protect children from injuries due to sudden closure of doors. 
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Door of Kulesra AWC No. 2 

 

At Kulsera AWC, the base of the mutipurpose room has a step. Thisis very 

dangerous since the depth of the floor may not get gauged by young children. 

Door of Mangroli AWC No. 4 Door of Sadarpur AWC No.  4 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a ramp at the entrance of 
multi-purpose room at Mangroli 

measuring H-114.3mm, W-
1016mm, L-406.4mm) 
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Main findings from theEntrance section: 

 

1. The entrance gate of the main premises is also the entrance gate of 

Anganwadi centers. These are wide enough for mobility aid users. 

2. The hindrances that Persons with Disabilities will face include uneven 

surfaces at the gate, thresholds, heavy gates, and latches.  

3. For most of the AWCs, only one door for the multi-purpose room is 

available.  

4. The doors of Multi-purpose rooms in 4 AWCs are not wide enough for 

wheelchair users. There are also steps at some of the AWCs that will 

restrict the entry of wheelchair users.  

5. Hazards pertaining to Doors and entrance section are covered under 

section H: Safety & Hazards, refer to page no.100. 
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The previous section of this report indicated that AWCs are presently using the 

already existing available infrastructure as made available to them within the 

organisations/institutions where these are located. The space made available to 

them is limited as all AWCs are having only one room that is being used as a Multi-

purpose room. All activities under the ICDS are being implemented through this 

single multi-purpose room. They do not have adequate infrastructure in terms of 

separate sitting roomsfor children, women/adolescents, separate kitchen, store for 

storing food items which are mentioned in MWCD guidelines.  

 
Multi-Purpose Rooms 
 
TheMulti-purpose rooms of all the AWCs are located on the ground floor. In terms of 

accessibility, rooms on the ground floor are preferred for their easy approachability 

and accessibility by persons with disabilities. However, there are other factors, that 

determine its access such as the presence of thresholds, steps, non-functional 

ramps, uneven floor,proximity to road, traffic and parking etc that act as hindrances 

for children and persons with disabilities using mobility equipment.  

The size of these multipurpose rooms varies as shown in Table 7 and figure 5 below. 

Out of 11 AWCs, The largest AWC is Rozayakubpur AWC 1 (594.9 sqft) and 

Surajpur AWC no.7 (502.9).  Chejjarsi AWC No 1 (128.59 sqft.) is the smallest in 

terms of space availability, followed by Lakhnawali AWC No-3 (200.83 sqft). The 

available space of these two AWCs- Chejjarsi Aanganwadi center No 1 and 

Lakhnawali AWC No-3 is not sufficient for seating and play activities for a group of 

30 children.It is also seen in  the photographs . 

In addition, Lakhnawali has two anganwadis running parallely in the same physical 

space. Since there is only one multipurose room in all 11 AWCs,the seating and 

mobility space becomes less than actual measurement as the space gets occupied 

by storage. This is even more so for 6 AWCsas parallel anganwadis run in the same 

physical space. 

The seating space and mobility space within the multipurpose room is a crucial 

aspect facilitating learning and development of children 
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walls. Dampness and fading paints can cause respiratory problems among people 

using that room.  

 

Illustrative photographs are given below to show the conditions of the wall.  

 

  

TLM and charts on walls of Chejjarsi AWC No 1 
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Condition of wall at Lakhnawali Condition of wall at Sadarpur AWC No.  4 

 

 

 

 

Condition of wall at KulesraAWCNo. 2 
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Condition of wall at Surajpur AWC. No.-7 

 

The Floor of Multi-purpose room 

The floor of four AWCs is tiled and for other AWCs, it is cemented. The cemented 

floors are damaged and need repair. Chalera AWC No.7 &ChauraRaghunathpuram 

AWC No.3 floors are tiled and slippery which are dangerous for children. For children 

with disabilities using mobility aids, the floor needs to be smooth and non-slippery.  

 

 
Cemented Flooring at ChauraSahadatpur, AWC No- 6 

Dampness 
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Tiled flooring at Nayabans AWC No- 5 

 
 

Play Area  

As per MWCD, the AWCs need to have space for play both inside and outside. 

However, findings suggest that there is no specified play area for outdoor activities. 

Chejjarsi AWC No.1, Sadarpur AWC No.4, and Kulesrai AWC No. 2, children play 

inside the multi-purpose room only.  In most of the AWCs, children play in the area 

outside the AWCs which are either cemented or rough or are muddy and uneven. 

Both conditions are not suitable for children including children with disabilities. Some 

of the photographs are shown below for reference. 

Name of AWC Outside play area at AWCs 
 

Mangroli AWC No. 4 
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Surajpur AWC. No.-7 

 

In all the 11 AWCs covered under this study, there are no kitchen, medical rooms, or 

any other rooms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Main findings from the sectionon  Physical Infrastructure: 

1. AWCs have only one room which is used as a Multi-purpose room. There 

are no kitchen, medical rooms, and any other rooms for usage. 

2. The Multi-purpose rooms are located on the ground floor which is good as 

its withineasy reach of children and persons with disabilities.  

3. The walls of the multi-purpose rooms are not conducive for children as the 

walls have dampness, paint is faded and is broken and rough. 

4. No guiding tactile strips were present on the wall for children with visual 

impairment. 

5. TLMs are painted or pasted on the walls for teaching children. 

6. The texture of the floors are different at different AWCs. The preferred 

floor for Children with Disabilities is smooth and non-slippery.  

7. No specified or designated play area is availble for outdoor activities. 

However, the AWCs are using the area availbleotside the multipurpose 

room. It is observed that the outside area used for play is not suitable for 

children. 

8. In most of the AWCs slides and swings are available for play. 
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the presence of electricity with an adequate number of functional tube lights and 

bulbs.  

As far as windows are taken into account, there are two to seven windows in 

different AWCs (refer to Table 8). Windows play an important role in maintaining 

good lighting during day time.  

Bulbs/tubelights are available at 5 AWCs- Sadarpur AWC No.  4, AWC. NO-7, 

Surajpur AWC. No.-7, Lakhnawali AWC No-3, Chalera, AWC No.7, Chaura 

Raghunathpuram AWC No.3 (refer to Table 9). 

 

At Lakhanwali AWC No. 3 there is no provision of electricity and the anganwadi 

worker has arranged it temporarliy to address the lighting in the centre. Chalera, 

AWC No.7,electricity and availability of bulbs/tubes help keep the room illuminated. 

At ChauraRaghunathpuram AWC No.3, there are 7 windows, and electricity along 

with bulb/tubes are available making the room well-lit.  

 

At Chejjarsi AWC No 1, there is no electricity, one window is half-covered with 

posters and there is a wall behind the other window. Similarly, KulesraAWC No. 2, 

Mangroli AWC No. 4, and Nayabans AWC No- 5 also do not have provision for 

electricity and windows are also not providing adequate lighting in the room. At 

ChauraSahadatpur, AWC No- 6, and Rozayakubpur AWC 1 have the provision of 

electricity but there are no tube lights or bulbs available. 

 

Sadarpur AWC No. 4have electricity but lighting is not enough. At Surajpur AWC. 

No.-7, electricity and bulbs are available but these are not enough considering the 

size of the room. Surajpur AWC. No.-7 has four windows in total,out of four widows 

three windows open on the side and coincides with the mosque wall, two windows 

are permanently closed and one window is partially closed by the Mosque wall, 

remaining one window opens up inside the ground of the college and is completely 

open. At Chalera AWC No. 7 also, out of two windows, one window is permanently 

closed by display board as there is a toilet behind the wall.  
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Windows at Chejjarsi AWC No 1 

 

 

Windows at Kulesra AWC No. 2 

 
At Kulesra AWC No. 2, there are two windows of the same size, and only a small 

portion of the middle area is open. The two side panels are closed. The distance 

between horizontal bars of the windows is wide enough to allow entry of any reptiles 

and rodents. The KulesraAnganwadi is situated below low level( in a depression) so 

the lower edge of window and the ground level outside is almost equal and at times 

allows water to enter the AWC during heavy rains. 
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Windows at Sadarpur AWC No.  4 

At Sadarpur AWC No. 4, the windows are parted and seems to have 3 segments per 

window. These segments in windows are covered with net and iron rods. The 

presence of horizontal & vertical iron rods and net inhibits entry of any reptiles, 

rodents and bees. 

 

Ventilation in AWCs 

Ventilation is again determined by a sufficient number of windows and functional 

fans. Besides, ventilators and exhaust fans are also helpful in the outlet of bad air 

from the room. 

Details of windows have already been covered in the above section of lighting.It was 

found that only 7 AWCs have fans. Nayabans AWC No- 5 is has only one fan and 

that too is not functional. ChauraSahadatpur, AWC No- 6 has two fans but only one 

is functional. Other AWCs having fans are functional. ChauraRaghunathpuram AWC 

No.3 has four fans, Surajpur AWC. NO-7 has three fans, Lakhnawali AWC No-3 and 

Rozayakubpur AWC 1 has two fans each. All of these are ceiling fans. As the fans 

are the height of the roof which is more than 10 feet, children will not be able to 

reach the fans and therefore there is no safety concern. 

 

Ventilators are available at 3 AWCs, however, exhaust fans are not available 

anywhere.  
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Switches are available at 8 AWCs, and to check its reach by children, measurements 

have also been noted down at the time of data collection. Accessibility of 

switchboards for children needs to be focussed. These should be out of reach of 

children to protect them from electric shock etc. The measurement is given below in 

Table 10. At Lakhnawali AWC No. 3, the socket is open which is a safety concern. At 

Mangroli AWC No. 4, one of the switch boards is located near the lower side of the 

wall and children can easily reach that. 

 

Other than the above, regulators are available at 2 AWCs, and invertor at only 1 

AWCs.  
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Figure 6: Availability of electricity and its equipments 
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Table 10: Measurement of switches  

Question
s  

Mangroli 
AWC No. 
4  

Sadar
purA
WC 
No.  4 
 
 

Surajpur 
AWC. 
No-7 

ChauraSa
hadatpur, 

AWC No- 6 

Lakhnawa
li AWC 
No-3 

Chaler
a, AWC 
No.7 

ChauraRaghun
athpuram 
AWC No.3 , 

AWC 1 
Rozayakubp

u,AWC 1 

Number 
of 
switches  

4 without 
electric 
supply 

1 
switch 
boards 
with no 
electric 
supply 

Lower 
line 5 

switches 
and one 

plug point 

1 1 5 
Switch 
and 1 
Socket 
(open) 

2 Switch oard 
and 1 Socket 

1 Switch and 
1 Socket 

Switches 1st switch 
board:124
4.6-1320.8 
mm, 2nd 
switch 
board : 
1346.2-

1524mm, 
3rd switch 

board: 
304.8-

381mm, 
4th switch 

board: 
304.8-381 

mm 

switch 
board 
height 
from 
floor 

:1447.
8mm 

lower 
height- 

1473.2m
m 

 upper 
height- 
1498.6. 
Upper 

line one 
switch- 
lower 

height- 
1562.1m
m, upper 
height- 
1587.5 

Lower 
height 
1701.8mm, 
upper 
height 
1727.2 

switch 
lower edge  

height is 
1060.45 
mm and  
upper 
height 

1085.85m
m 

Height-
1270-
1333.5 

mm 
from 
floor 

Height-990.6-
1054.1 mm from 

floor and 
11switch and 1 
socket height-
1041.4-1117.6 
mm from floor. 

Main board 
height form 

floor-1600.2 mm 
 
 
 

Height-
1612.9-

1676.4 mm 
from floor 

 
 

 

Photographs of switches at different AWCs are given below for reference: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Switchboards at Mangroli AWC No. 



 

Switchb

Switchb

 

 

boards at S

boards at C

SadarpurAW

Chalera Ch

 

 

 

 

S

 

WC No.  4  

hauraRaghu

Switch boar

 

 Switchboa

unathpura

rds at Roza

ards at Sur

am AWC No

ayakubpur A

ajpur AWC

o. 3 

AWC No.1 

 

C No.7 
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Switchboards at ChauraSahadatpur AWC No 6 

  

  
Main findings from the section on illumination and ventilation section: 

1. The rooms of AWCs are not well lit for various reasons such as: 

 Insufficient number of windows and tube lights/bulbs 

 Windows being closed with posters/display boards or adjacent walls 

 No provision of electricity. 

2. Similarly, ventilation is affected in most of the AWCs. In the multi-purpose 

rooms : 

 No provision of electricity 

 No fans. if there is any it is neither safe nor functional. 

 In very few AWCs, adequate ventilation is available.  

 No exhaust fans are available. 

3. Ventilation and illumination needs to be considered in reference to space 

available (size of room) and number of children seating inside the room. 

4. The illumination is also important for children to see the displays and 

blackboards inside the room. It becomes all the more important for children 

with disabilities. 

5. There are safety concerns related to switchboards as in some Anganwadi 

centers these are within reachable heights of children.  
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E. Play / Learning Materials, and Furniture 
 

In developmentally appropriate ECCE programmes, the presence of play and 

learning materials has a very important role. Young children learn through play and 

by interacting with their immediate environment. We can make their environment 

stimulating by providing a range of developmentally appropriate play and learning 

materials to encourage inquisitiveness, imagination and promote a sound foundation 

for learning. Availability and accessibility to a variety of materials can support the 

child’s holistic development which includes physical and motor skills, cognitive skills, 

language and communication skills, socio-emotional development, and creativity. 

Given the importance of play and play materials, ICDS has made a provision of a 

Pre-School Education Kit in Anganwadi centers, that includes a recommended list of 

play and learning activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLAY AND LEARNING MATERIALS SHOULD BE  

 

 Multi-purpose and multi-domain to foster holistic development — all 
domains such as sensory, fine and gross motor, cognitive, social, 

emotional, personal, and creativity need to be fostered.  
 Safe for children (Non-toxic material and colours, smooth edges and 

large enough to prevent swallowing).   
 Durable and sturdy.   

 Culturally and environmentally appropriate.  
 Balanced to equip different activity corners.   

 Easy to view. Posters and conversation charts should be placed at eye 
level for children.  

 Adequate in quantity, with a variety of different materials available. There 
should not be too few, preventing all children from playing, nor too many, 
preventing children from learning to share, cooperate and wait for their 

turn.  
 Easily accessible to children so that they can use and choose the 

material during free play and individual activities. They should be 
encouraged and expected to put away the material as part of their 

routine. 
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In terms of toys and teaching material, all AWCs have indoor and outdoor materials 

such as swings, toys, games, alphabet charts, fruit charts, etc. As AWCs are to be 

inclusive, it is equally important to include play and learning material for children with 

disabilities.  

 

 

 
Play object-Nayabans AWC No- 5 Book shelf - Mangroli AWC No. 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Play objects at Lakhnawali AWC No-3 
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For teaching purposes, one display board for each AWC is available. There are also more 

than one display boards in some AWCs as 2 or more AWCs are functioning in one room. 

These are padded boards on which craft works are displayed with the use of pins. In all 

AWCs, these are used by Anganwadi workers to display various fun and learning craftworks. 

In most of the Anganwadi centers these are located at a low height to allow children to use it.  

Blackboards are also available at 7 AWCs. But the condition of these blackboards is not 

good as these are very old. Lakhnawali AWC No-3 has a hanging removable blackboard 

which is new.  

The measurement of display boards and blackboards has been noted and is presented in 

Table 12. As children use display boards and blackboards for teaching purpose these need 

to be at a height which is easily approachable by children. Also, there shall be no object 

such as furniture, etc in front of the board (as visible in the photographs below) which can 

obstruct the reach of children including children with disabilities.  

In all the AWCs colourful book stands at a lower height approachable to children of age 

group (3-6 years) is also available. 

Items for digital teaching such as TV/Laptop/Projector are not available at any of the AWCs. 
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Figure 7: Availibility of Teaching & learning material and furniture
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Display Board at Sadarpur AWC No.  4  Lakhnawali AWC No-3 

 

Surajpur AWC. NO-7    Chhalera AWC No 7. 
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ChauraRaghunathpuram   Nayabans AWC No- 5 

 

 

ChauraSahadatpur, AWC No- 6  Lakhnawali AWC No-3 
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In terms of furniture for kids, all AWCs have five floor tables which have been 

provided by HCL Foundation through its ECCD partner organisation Save the 

Children. The tables are of the same size at all AWCs. The topof the floor table has 

different colors as shown in the photographs below.  The measurement for the tables 

is: 

Height Width Length 

266.7-330.2 mm 622.3 mm 1028.7mm 

 

These can be used easily by children as they are stable and have low height.. 

Considering the number of kids there is a requirement for more tables as it is not 

sufficient for 30 children.Had the tables been folding ones they would have occupied 

less space in the multi-purpose rooms. 

 

Floor table for children at Chalera AWC No.7    At Mangroli AWC  No. 4 

For floor seating of children, all 11 AWCs have dari of the same size. Dari provides a 

protective and safety layer to children as they do not sit directly on the floor. Sitting 

on dari is more comfortable than sitting on floors. However, children enjoy a lot being 

on the floor as it gives them a larger space for movements, exploration and free play. 

The presence of dari in rooms can restrict the movement of mobility aid users. 

Measurement of Dari is as follows: 

Width Length 

3429 mm 3429 mm 
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Anganwadi workers spend more than half of their day in the anganwadi centres. 

They need to perform multiple activities throughout the day and comfortable seating 

becomes very essential for them. The findings suggest that in some anganwadi 

centres, chairs are available for anganwadi workers. 

Out of 11 AWCs, 6 AWCs - MangroliAanganwadicenter No. 4 , 

SadarpurAanganwadicenter No.  4,Nayabans AWC No- 5, Surajpur AWC. NO-7, 

Surajpur, AWC No.7, Chalera, AWC No.3 , Baratghar block C, 

ChauraRaghunathpuram- have chairs for anaganwadi worker. At 

MangroliAanganwadicenter No. 4, a table is also present.  

However, there is a difference between the height of chair of anganwdi workers and 

children sitting on the floors. The chairs are not at the eyelevel of children. 

Since, the anganwadis were not functional soplacing and use of TLMs, play material 

and toys could not be assessed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Main findings from the Play/ Learning materials, and furniture section: 

1. Toys and teaching materials are available in all AWCs.  

2. Display boards are available inside the multipurpose room and are placed at 

at a reachable heightfor children.  

3. Blackboards are available in a few AWCs but are very old. As these are part 

of school infrastructure,the height of the blackboradsissuitable for children of 

class 1 

4. Digital learning materials are very helpful for kids learning. These are not 

available at AWCs. 

5. Furniture for kids includes five floor tables per AWC and a dari available for 

floor seating. 

6 Furniture for Anganwadi worker is available only in a few AWCs



 

F. Wat
 

Growin

environ

Access

and go

keeps 

them a

created

among

therefo

toilets, 

need to

childre

 

The An

compo

and b) 

Drinkin

 

The fin

availab

only 

Chaura

AWCs 

AWCs,

bucket

bottles

ter, Sanit

ng up in 

nment is 

s to clean

ood hygien

children th

a healthier 

d for pro

g children 

ore access

and goo

o be pract

n a healthi

nnual repo

onents that

Providing 

ng Water  

ndings from

bility and s

at 3 AW

aRaghunat

have a wa

, However

, camphor

. 

tation an

a clean

every c

n water, b

ne practic

hriving, bu

start in life

omoting g

since in

s to clean w

od hygien

ticed at AW

ier start in 

ort 2017-18

t are to be

drinking w

m the study

torage of w

WCs (Na

thpuram A

ater counte

r, these are

r, used for

Bucket us

nd Hygien

n and sa

hild’s righ

basic toilet

ces not on

ut also give

e. AWCs a

good heal

nfancy, an

water, bas

ne practice

WCs to giv

life. 

8 of Child 

e introduce

water facilit

y (depicted

water is co

ayabans 

AWC No.3)

er. Availab

e tempora

r keeping 

sed for keep

ne (WASH

afe 

ht. 

ts, 

nly 

es 

are 

lth 

nd 

sic 

es 

ve 

 

Developm

d at AWC

ies in AWC

d in Table 1

oncerned. C

AWC No

). This is s

bility of ves

ary arrange

drinking w

ping drinki

H) 

ent of WC

s - a) cons

Cs. 

13) are not

Clean, safe

o- 5, S

supported b

ssels for st

ements suc

water. Mos

ing water a

Hy

CD mention

struction o

t very enco

e drinking 

urajpur A

by the fact

toring wate

ch as a pl

st children 

at Mangroli

Sanita

ygiene 

ns about tw

of toilets in

ouraging a

water is av

AWC No 

t that none

er is report

astic buck

carry thei

i AWC 

Water

ation

83 

wo new 

n AWCs 

s far as 

vailable 

7and 

e of the 

ted in 7 

ket, iron 

r water 

r

 



84
 

 T
ab

le
 1

3:
 F

ac
ili

ti
es

 r
el

at
ed

 t
o

 W
A

S
H

 a
t 

A
W

C
s  

 

Qu
es

tio
ns

  
Ch

ejj
ar

si 
AW

C 
No

 
1 

Ku
les

ra
iA

W
CN

o.
 

2 
Ma

ng
ro

li 
AW

C 
No

. 4
 

Sa
da

rp
ur

 
AW

C 
No

.  
4   

Na
ya

ba
ns

 
AW

C 
No

- 
5  

Su
ra

jp
ur

 
AW

C.
 

NO
-7

 

Ch
au

ra
Sa

ha
da

tp
ur

, 
AW

C 
No

- 6
 

La
kh

na
wa

li 
AW

C 
No

-3
 

Ch
ale

ra
 

AW
C 

No
.7 

Ch
au

ra
Ra

gh
un

at
hp

ur
am

 
AW

C 
No

.3 
Ro

za
ya

ku
bp

ur
 

AW
C 

1 
To

ta
l 

Cl
ea

n, 
sa

fe 
dr

ink
ing

 w
ate

r/ 
R.

O 

N 
N 

N 
N 

Y 
  

Y 
  

N   

N 
N  . 

Y   

N   

Y-
3 

N-
8 

W
ate

r c
ou

nte
r 

N 
N 

N 
N 

N 
N 

N 
N 

N 
N 

N 
Y-

0 
N-

11
 

Ve
ss

els
 fo

r 
sto

rin
g d

rin
kin

g 
wa

ter
 

No
 

Ye
s  

Pl
as

tic
 bu

ck
et.

  
Ye

s  
Pl

as
tic

 
bu

ck
et.

 

Ye
s  

hu
ge

 iro
n 

bu
ck

et 

Y 
Bu

ck
et 

Y 
N 

Y 
2 l

itre
 co

ld 
dr

ink
 bo

ttle
. 

N 
Y  

Ca
mp

ho
r 

  

N 
Y-

7 
N-

4 

To
ile

t F
ac

ilit
ies

  
N 

N 
N 

N 
N 

N 
N 

N 
N 

N 
N 

Y-
0 

N-
11

 
Av

ail
ab

ilit
y o

f 
ru

nn
ing

 w
ate

r/ 
so

ap
 / 

sa
nit

ize
rs 

an
d 

ha
nd

 to
we

l in
 

toi
let

s. 

N 
N   

N
N

 
N 

N 
N

 
N

 
N   

N   

N
 

Y-
0 

N-
11

 

W
as

hb
as

in 
N 

N 
N 

N
 

N 
N 

N
 

N
 

N 
N 

N
 

Y-
0 

N-
11

 
Du

stb
ins

 
(O

pe
n/C

ov
er

ed
) 

N 
N 

Y 
  

Y  
N 

N 
N 

N 
Y   

Y   

Y   

Y-
5 

N-
6 

   



85 
 

 

 

Toilets  

 

The other main component of WASH is the availability of clean and hygienic toilets 

for children and Anganwadi workers. However, the findings indicate that no 

dedicated or assigned toilets are available in any of the AWCs.  

 

In some of the AWCs, even if the toilet is available in the premise, for using it either 

permission is to be sought it is abandoned and not in a condition to use. 

 

Washbasins  

 

Hand-wash facility is also not available in AWCs. In the current situation of the 

COVID 19 pandemic, the importance of hand-wash has again come to the forefront. 

In such a scenario, the non-availability of facilities for hand wash is a major concern. 

Three AWCs have hand-wash units (Kulesra, Lakhnawali and Chajjersi) but these 

are not in use and are not functional. 

Filling the hand wash units is difficult for anganwadi workers and they found it difficut 

to move them.They prefer a bucket and a mug instead of using the hand wash unit. 
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G. Storage 
 

At Anganwadi centers various activities are performed and for that different kind of 

material, equipment’s and food products are available that need proper storage at 

the centers.   

Storage is required mainly for the following at AWCs: 

 Storage for learning materials and toys 
 Storage for food items 
 Storage for equipment’s such as weighing machine 

Out of these, the storage for learning and play material need to be designed keeping 

in mind its easy accessibility by children and increasing safety and longevity of the 

materials. Also, inbuilt wall storage is good as there will be fewer chances of children 

being injured due to imbalance of almirah/racks, etc which are mostly made up of 

iron or wood. The edges of the storage are required to be smooth so that it does not 

hurt any child.   

Food storage needs to be available ideally in the kitchen. As per MWCD operational 

guidelines for food safety and hygiene for supplementary nutrition under ICDS 

(2013), adequate space should be provided for the kitchen, it should be separate 

from activity/ classrooms, preferable located at a safe, but accessible distance.  

Kitchen should be well ventilated and designed so that there is a separate storage 

facility with locks to check pilferage. Airtight containers need to be available to 

protect the food from any contamination/ pests etc. This is important as one of the 

important activities of AWCs is the distribution of meals to children for which kitchen 

or storage space is required.  

Also, a storage facility for equipment such as a weighing machine is also required. 

Equipment used by Anganwadi centers are fragile, so these require to be kept at a 

place that is out of reach of children and the equipment is kept safely. As these are 

regular-use items, they need to be available within easy reach of the Anganwadi 

worker. Table 16 gives details of the storage facilities at AWCs. 
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The findings from the study suggest that Anganwadi centers do not have many 

storage facilities available. Only two AWCs (Nayabans AWC No- 5

 andChauraRaghunathpuram AWC No.3) have open slabs in the multipurpose 

room as shown in the photographs below. Both are open and within the reach of 

children. These are good for keeping learning materials and toys for children. 

However, the edges of the slabs are not smooth and can cause injury to children. 

 

Open slabs at Nayabans AWC No- 5  Slab at ChauraRaghunathpuram AWC No. 3 

 

For storage of learning materials and toys, AWCs have been provided with a trunk 

box by STC. Photographs of trunks are shown below. These trucks help keep the 

learning materials and toys safe. However, these can not be accessed or opened 

2
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Figure 9: Storage facilities at AWCs
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easily by children and children with disabilities with limited hand function.. So, as 

explained above, open slabs at an accessible height of children of age group 3-6 

years are better suited for the storage of learning materials and toys.  

 

 
Trunk box at Nayabans AWC No- 5   Trunk box at Lakhnawali AWC No-3 
 

 

Trunk box- ChauraSahadatpur, AWC No- 6    Trunk box-ChauraRaghunathpuram 

AWC No.3 

Cupboards/almirah is available only at ChauraSahadatpur, AWC No- 6. As we see in 

the photograph below the almirah available at ChauraSahadatpur, AWC No- 6   is 

hazardous as it is made up of iron and is rusty, lacks balanceand has sharp edges. If 

an almirah or cupboard is to be used in a multipurpose room thatis within the reach 

of children, it should be made up of light material such as plastic and should have a 

strong base to prevent it from falling.  
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Almirah at ChauraSahadatpur, AWC No- 6 

 

Regarding storage facilities for food, only Sadarpur AWC  No.  4 has a cylindrical 

drum (refer to photograph) in which food is stored. It is kept in the multi-purpose 

room. In all other AWCs, food is being kept on the floor or children tables. As 

mentioned above, for proper food storage, MWCD guidelines provide a good 

reference.  

  
Storage for food, Sadarpur AWC No. 4 Food kept on children’s table, 

Mangroli AWC No. 4 

 



92 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Main findings from the Storage section: 

1.  Storage facility such as cupboards, almirah, etc are not available in most 
of the AWCs. 

2.  Food is being kept open in Multi-purpose rooms. 

3.  Play material and learning material is being kept in trunk boxes and are 
locked. These materials are not accessible to children especially children 
with disabilities. 

4.  The placement and postion of almirahs, open slabs and trunks are of 
safety concern related to children. 

5.  There is no designated place for equipment such as a weighing machine, 
height measuring etc.  
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H. Safety and Hazards 
 

Anganwadi Centers are catering to very small children (0-6 years). Children at this 

age are unaware of the hazards and can suffer due to various threats/dangers at the 

center. Therefore, safety measures need to be in place to deal with any situation. 

Some important areas that are being covered through the checklist include: 

 Hazards at the entrance gate of premises and within & around the premises 

 Hazards within and around the multi-purpose room 

It was observed and reported by anganwadi workers that in all the anganwadis first 

aid box is available and have a definite assigned corner forit.None of the anganwadis 

have fire extinguishers or provision of alternate measures in their surroundings. 

 

Chejjarsi AWC No 1 
 
Chejjarsi AWC No 1 is located within the campus of Senior Secondary school, 

Chejjarsi, and hence no separate boundary wall is present for AWC. Due to this, 

Anganwadi worker is required to be vigilant all the time to keep a check on the 

students. At the entrance, there is an open drain on both sides of the main gate. It is 

dangerous as children can fall in the drain. The road outside the gate has 

potholeswhich leads to water-logging. Besides, as the main gate remains open, it 

allows the entry of animals into the premises (refer to photograph below).  

 
 

 
The entrance gates are made up of iron which is rusted (refer to photograph below) 

and can injure the hands of children. 
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After entering the premises, the ground is low levelled in comparison to the road. As 

a result, the premises experiences water logging duringthe rainy season. Any 

construction taking place within the premise also results in waterlogging. The 

distance between the entrance gate &the Anganwadi room is far considering 

accessibility for persons with isabilities. There is demarcated parking space and 

motorcycles get randomly parked on the pathway to AWC. 

 

 
 
There is only one door of the Multi-purpose room. In a  situation of emergency, it 

would be difficult to manage the exit of children in a safe manner. The door of the 
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multi-purpose room has big sized nut-bolts that can harm children. The floor of the 

AWC is broken at different places making it unsuitable and unsafe for learning and 

play activities for children (refer to photographs below). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
KulesraAWC No. 2 
 
Kulesra AWC also does not have its boundary wall as it is located in the school. At 

the entrance,asteep ramp is present without handrails. There is also a big drain 

(uncovered) outside the gate (refer to photographs below). 
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The gate has a thick threshold and a step at the entry gate (community side).There 

is also the presence of an uncovered drain which getswater logged (refer to 

photographs below). 

   
 
The entry door of AWCs has a shade above the door which is at a very low height. 

People with a height of 5.6 ft and above can get hit by it, if not careful (refer to 

photographs below).  

 

Threshold 

Step 

Drain 

Water Logging 
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Kulsera AWC also has only one door. In an emergency such as an earthquake, it 

maybe be difficult to rescue the students. 

 

The condition of the multi-purpose room is not conducive to children. The room has 

damaged walls, rusted and broken windows, and the space in the room is filled with 

different items (refer to photographs below).  

 

 
Mangroli AWC No. 4 
 
The surface at the entry gate of the premises and the pathway towards Anganwadi 

centerare not even and smooth making the movement of persons with disabilities 

using mobility aids difficult. 
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The entry door of the multi-purpose room is very small and doesn’t allow easy use by 

wheelchair users (refer to photograph below). There are no handrails too. The door, 

latch, and lock are rusted (refer to photograph below). This Anganwadi center has 

only one door. 

 
 
 
 
The walls and roof of the multi-purpose room have dampness all over (refer to 

photograph below). During data collection, the school principal raised concern over 

the bad condition of the AWC and pointed out that the AWC room is not suitable for 

running a center. 
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Sadarpur AWC No.  4 
 
There is a thick threshold outside the entry gate of Sadarpur AWC No.4 that restricts 

entry of persons with disabilities. There is also an open drain, covered by iron 

grates,along the boundary wall of the premises. Iron grates Again, it would be 

difficult for aperson with disability to use a walker or a stick to cross this iron grate.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A small cemented brick at the entry gate can go unnoticed and may cause people to 

trip and fall. 
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Nayabans AWC No- 5 
 
At Nayabans AWC, the flooring at the main gate and passage towards AWC is 

concrete and uneven and has sharp edges (refer to the photographs below). Also, as 

the gate remains open, animals freely enter the premises.  
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Though two doors are available for the multi-purpose room of the AWC, one is 

permanently closed, so again in case of emergency, only one door is available for an 

exit. The space outside the entry door of the multi-purpose room is broken. The door 

itself is broken and rusted (refer to the photographs below).  

 

 
 

 
 
 

There is a raised platform(refer to the photograph below) in the room and one needs 

to step up to reach the blackboard.This makes it inaccessible for children with 

Disabilities.The edge is rough and can hurt children There is open rusty box of iron 

with sharp edges and is at the height of children in the age group 3-6 years which is 

a potential hazard for all children. 

 

The gate of multipurpose room does not have a stopper and a brick is placed to keep 

it open. 
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ChauraSahadatpur, AWC No- 6 
 
At ChauraSahadatpur, at thetheentry gate, there isa damaged iron grate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the entry door of the multi-purpose room, uneven steps are present.  
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The door of the multi-purpose room is damaged at the bottom(refer to the 

photograph above). Walls have water seepage and the roof is damaged (refer to the 

photograph below). 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lakhnawali AWC No-3 
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The entry gate at Lakhnawaliis wide but remains closed. The adjacent small gate is 

used which has an iron panel at the bottom which obstructs 

movement.(refertothephotograph below).  

 
 

 
 
 
The pathway towards AWC is uneven and muddy. And there are steps at the entry 

gate of AWC (refer to the photograph below).  

 

 
 
Inside the multi-purpose room, the door and windows are broken (refer to the 

photographs below). 

 

Iron panel 

Steps 
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The roof and walls are not in a good condition (refer to the photographs below).  
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Chhalera, AWC No- 6 

 

At Chalera, the entry gate has apath made of concrete with an iron grate (refer to the 

photographs below)  to cover the drain. Iron grates are hazardous and not suitable 

for persons with disabilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a covered man-hole (Refer to the photograph above) in the corridor outside 

the door of the multi-purpose room measuring 1 inch. People may trip over it or get 

hurt. The window of the room has got rusted due to which it has developed got sharp 

edges. The floor inside the room is tiled and slippery.  

 

Man-hole Rusted windows with sharp edges 
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There is a difference of level between the floor of the corridor and the floor of the 

room which if not noticed by people can lead to injury.  

 

ChauraRaghunathpuram AWC No.3 
 
 
There is a road infront of Baratghar where the AWC is located which has heavy 

traffic. Vehicles are parked in front of the main entrance. A drain isalso present in 

front of the main entrance and is not fully covered. It is partly covered with iron 

grates which are not suitable for persons with disabilities.  

 
Outside the gate, there are two poles and the base of each has iron wedges (refer to 

the photographs below)that can hurt children.  

 

Level 
Difference 
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Iron pieces 

Uncovered 
drain. 
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The floor of the multi-purpose room is tiled and slippery.  
 
 

 
 

There is a difference of level of floor of the multi-purpose room. The table in the room 

has sharp edges. A combination of cement and stone slabs have been used to make 

place for storage.The stone slab has sharp edges. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharp edges of 
furniture

Level 
difference

Slippery floor 

Edges of slabs 
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The approach road to AWC is muddy and a long-distance is to be covered to reach 

Anganwadi. The floor surface is uneven with grass (refer to the photographs below).   

Animals also find an easy entry in the premises as the main entry gate remains 

open.  

  

 
The outdoor space of AWC and the floor of the multi-purpose room are  uneven 

(refer to the photographs below).  

 

 
 

 

 

As reported by an Anganwadi worker, one of the fans of Rozayakubpur has fallen 2-

3 times earlier and there is a risk that it may fall again. This is a major safety 

concern. The room has furniture for school children which have sharp edges.  
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Main findings from the section on Safety and Hazards: 

 

 The main entrance gate of most of the AWCs is hazardous due to uneven 
surface, large heavy rusted gates, presence of thresholds, presence of 
drains etc. 

 The pathway to AWCs is uneven and muddy at most of AWCs and can 
obstruction movement of mobility aid users.  

 Most of the AWC rooms are not suitable for children as the walls and 
roofs are damaged and have water seepage. 

 The doors and windows of the multi-purpose rooms are  hazardous as 
these are old and rusted.  
Most of the AWCs have only have one door.. In case of emergency one 
door is not sufficient. 

 Wherever furniture/ almirah/ slabs are present, these have sharp edges. 
 Emergency alarms and fire extinguishers are not available in any AWC.  
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VI. Recommendations 
 

A. Profile of Anganwadi Centers 

 
 To increase visibility of AWCs. 

o To increase the visibility of AWCs, name boards and signboardscan be 

made on few main walls of the locality. The boards can have images of 

children including children with Disabilities playing, reading together to 

make people aware of the inclusive services at AWCs. 

o AWCs can have a name boradon the outer wall of the premises in 

which they are located. The name board provides and establishes the 

identity of the existing structure.Radium embedded name boards 

willhelp attract the attention of people at night. 

 To identify and enrollchildren with disabilities: 

o To identify children with disabilities, a survey shall be conducted in the 

catchment area of each AWC.Identifiedchildren with disabilities can be 

enrolled in AWCs. 

o Counselling of parents for the same will also be helpful.  

o Organising awareness-raising in the community (every month) 

regarding registration of all children including Children with Disability 

would also help in enrolment. 

 To have spacious, safe and dedicated infratsructureat the anganwadis 

o Allotment of dedicated anganwadi centres to be promoted. In case this 

is not possible,the area of shared space needs to be  sufficient  to 

accommodate a large group of children. The space should be able to  

facilitate unrestricted, free, accessible and safe space for the 

movement of children and for smooth execution of activities at  the 

anganwadi centres. 

B. The Entrances  

 To make entrance gate of the premises and entry gate of Multi-purpose room 

barrier-free 

o The surface below and around the gates shall be levelled for easy 

access for everyone.  
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o Thresholds need to be levelled. 

o Ramps along with handrails are required to be constructed at the 

AWCs where steps are present. For already existing ramps it needs to 

be renovated as per guidelines. For measurements harmonised 

guidelines can be refeered. 

 To make the pathway accessible for children and persons with disabilities  

o A direction board/ signage for Anganwadi center needs to be placed 

inside the premises. As there is no separate boundary wall for AWCs, 

the pathway shall have tactile strips for accessibility of children with 

visual Impairment. 

o The pathway from the main entry to AWCs gate needs to be made 

smooth, pucca, and non-slippery.  

o The pathway needs to be levelled so that the water logging does not 

occur.  

o There shall be no hindrances such as trees, parking, or any other 

infrastructure on the pathway. 

o In the absence of demarcated parking spaces, most people park their 

cars at the main gate.This needs to be avoided. 

 

C. Physical Infrastructure 

 To make AWCs sustainable in terms of infrastructure 

o Attempts need to be made for building ICDS infrastructure for AWCs 

with all relevant infrastructures, separate sitting room for children/ 

women, separate kitchen, store for storing food items, child-friendly 

toilets, and space for playing children (indoor & outdoor activities), with 

all relevant infrastructures, separate sitting room for children/ women, 

separate kitchen, store for storing food items and child-friendly toilets, 

and space for playing children (indoor & outdoor activities).  

o Prefabricated material can be used for establishing the infrastructure. 

o Solar panels can be used for electricity and help run facilities.  

o The new infrastructure needs to be established as per the norms of 

government for barrier-free infrastructure. 
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o Any attempts tochange thealready available infrastructure to make it 

barrier-freeshould be treated astemporary as the infrastructure is not 

very safe and conducive to needs of children.Such infrastructure needs 

to be avoided for AWCs. 

 

D. Illumination and Ventilation  

 To increase illumination inside themulti-purpose room: 

o It is important to keep all the available windows and doorsfree from any 

posters/display boards etc so that natural light can be let in. 

o The windows need to be repaired so that they can be closed or opened 

whenever need. 

o Electricity is a must at all AWCs, so solar panels may be installed if 

connection is not available.  

o A sufficient number of tubelights/bulbs in functional condition need to 

be installed at AWCs. 

 

 To increase ventilation inside Multi-purpose room 

o Windows need to be used for ventilation. 

o Sufficient number of fansneed to be installed at AWCs.Their 

functioning needs to be check from time to time. 

o Exhaust fans can be installed in upper window panels.. 

 

 

E. Play / Learning Materials and Furniture  

 To make play/learning material inclusive 

o Specific play material orassistive devices for children with disabilities 

can be added to the existing collection. 

o Games and activities need to be planned keeping in mind the 

participation of all children. Games need to be played in inclusive 

manner. 

o Pre-School Education Kit for Anganwadi centers by MWCD can be 

used as a reference. 
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o TLMs for children need to  promote inclusive learning. 

Big pictures of animals, fruits, and vegetables can be painted on the wall at 

the eye level of children. 

 To maximise the use of display boards and blackboards 

o Display boards, blackboards need to be placed at a height easily 

accessible by all children. 

o Blackboards need to be made available at AWCs where these are not 

available or are not in good condition. It should be placed at a height 

convenient for the age group of 3-6 years. 

o There should be no furniture or objects restricting the approach to 

display boards or blackboards. 

o Provision of digital learning can be made for AWCs. 

 To provide child-friendly furniture 

o Furniture for children should be safe, smooth, conducive, accessible, 

and adaptable. Material used in the furniture should be easily 

washable, waterproof, non-toxic, non-slippery, smooth, facilitating the 

transition from one posture to another. (for e.g floor table with foam 

board/ dari/ small chairs & tables) 

 To provide comfortable and durable furniture for AWWs 

o Furniture/seating for the use of Anganwadi workers needs to be 

arranged. These should not have sharp edges.The height of furniture 

for Anganwadi workers should be same as the height of furniture of 

children. 

F. Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) 

 To have facilities of clean drinking at AWCs 

o Water connection needs to be made available at all AWCs 

o Water purifiers need to be installed keeping in mind easy reach by all 

children including children with disabilities.  

o Glasses in sufficient numbers need to be made available for use by 

children. 

 
 To have hand wash facilities at all AWCs 
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o Running water needs to be arranged through proper water connection 

for hand-wash. 

o Wash Basin needs to be constructed keeping in mind easy reach by all 

children including Children with Disabilities. 

o The tap of the washbasin should be such that it can be easily opened 

and closed by children includingchildren with disabilies. 

o Hand-wash/soap and towels need to be placed at each washbasin. 

 

 To have toilets at all AWCs 

o Toiletsneed to be built at all AWCs for both children and AWWs. 

o Toilets need to be disabled-friendly as per the government guidelines 

for building barrier-free infrastructure. 

 

 To arrange dustbins for maintaining cleanliness  

o Low height and covered dustbins need to be kept at all AWCs.  

o Dustbins need to be kept at a corner of the Multi-purpose room. There 

should be no obstruction in way of of its reach by children with 

disabilities. 

G. Storage 

 To arrangestorage of food 

o Storage for food needs to be made separately, outside the Multi-

purpose room. 

o Wherever possible kitchen shall be constructed with a storage facility 

for food.  

o The storage for food needs to avoid any contamination. 

 

 To have proper storage for play/learning materials 

o Storage for play/ learning material needs to such that it can be reached 

by all children. 

o The storage needs to be categorised and labelled such as play 

material, reading material/ art/craft material, etc so that these can 

easily be found by children. 

o Almirah or cupboards need to be safe for children to use. 
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H. Safety and Hazards 

 To ensure safety of all children including children with disabilities at AWCs. 

o The main entrance gate needs to be made barrier-free and free from 

any hazard. 

o The pathway to AWCs needs to be levelled to make it smooth and non-

slippery.  

o AWCs need to be established in disaster free buildings.   

o The doors and windows of the multi-purpose room need to be changed 

as per the requirement. 

o Emergency alarms and fire extinguisher needs to be made available at 

AWCs.  

o As there is only one gate at multi-purpose rooms in most of the AWCs, 

it is essential that training on evacuation during earthquake and fire 

shall be given to AWCs. 

o The AWCs whose multipurpose rooms have two gates should be kept 

open and free. The passage to and from the door should be clear 

without any obstruction. 

o Furniture in the room needs to be child-friendly. 

o First aid box alongwith the phone numbers of doctors, hospitals, PHCs/ 

CHCs near the AWCs should be pasted in bold letters inside the 

multipurpose room. 

o Phone numbers of fire station, ambulance, police station to be pasted 

inside the multipurpose room and the workers and children be aware 

about it. 
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